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EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, PFOR, MX, US 

SUBJECT: GOM COMMENTS ON NY TIMES MAGAZINE ARTICLE AND 
ON FUTURE RELEASE OF NARCOTICS PRISONERS 

1 . DURING BRIEFING OF NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE VISITORS 
MAY 3, UNDERSECRETARY FOR FOREIGN RELATIONS DE OLLOQUI 
EXPRESSED HIGH DEGREE OF DISPLEASURE AND IRRITATION OVER 
MAY 1 NY TIMES MAGAZINE ARTICLE TITLED "BUSTED IN MEXICO". 
HE DESCRIBED AUTHOR DAVID HARRIS AS "WELL-KNOWN LEFTIST 
OF THE 1960'S (HE MAY BE CONFUSING HIM WITH MARK HARRIS, 
AUTHOR OF A 1964 BOOK CRITICAL OF RICHARD NIXON) AND 
STATED THAT ARTICLE WOULD DO MILLIONS OF DOLLARS DAMAGE 
TO US TOURISM TO MEXICO, ASKING RHETORICALLY, "IF YOU 
WERE A POTENTIAL TOURIST, WOULD YOU COME TO A COUNTRY 
WHERE THINGS LIKE THAT ARE REPORTED TO HAVE HAPPENED?" 

DE OLLOQUI SAID HE HAD BEGUN DRAFTING A LETTER TO THE NY 
TIMES BUT HAD BEEN CALLED OFF, AND HE MENTIONED THAT HE 
THOUGHT ABOUT INSTITUTING A SUIT AGAINST HARRIS, SINCE 
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SOME OF THE PERSONS HE MENTIONS UNDER PSEUDONYMS ARE 
IDENTIFIABLE, BUT INDICATED HE WOULD NOT DO SO. THE 
LAST REMARK ILLUSTRATES HIS EMOTIONAL REACTION AND HIS 
RESENTMENT OVER WHAT HE FEELS IS BIASED AND IRRESPONSIBLE 
JOURNALISM. 

2. OF MORE IMPORTANCE IS DE OLLOQUI'S REQUEST THAT 
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EMBOFFS CONVEY TO DEPARTMENT THAT GOM WILL BE MOVING 
AHEAD ON ITS PLAN TO RELEASE DETAINEES AND RPT AND 
PRISONERS WHOSE CRIME IS POSSESSION FOR THEIR OWN USE 
OF SMALL QUANTITIES OF MARIJUANA. HE STATED THAT A TOTAL 
OF ABOUT 2000 INDIVIDUALS, BOTH THOSE CHARGED AND THOSE 
ACTUALLY SERVING SENTENCES, WOULD BE RELEASED, AND THAT 
"CONSIDERABLE NUMBER" OF THEM WOULD BE AMERICANS. HE 
SAID THAT WORK ON THESE CASES WOULD CONTINUE AND THEY 
WOULD BE FREED, BUT THAT IN VIEW OF THE TIMES MAGAZINE 
ARTICLE, NOTHING WOULD BE DONE FOR TWO TO THREE WEEKS, 
SINCE THE GOM COULD NOT APPEAR TO BE REACTING TO THE 
TIMES STORY. 

3. COMMENT: FIGURE OF 2000 THAT DE OLLOQUI CITED IS 
EVIDENTLY A GLOBAL FIGURE, INCLUDING MEXICANS AS WELL AS 
ALL OTHERS. ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS USED SAME FIGURE IN 
CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBOFFS. CONSULAR ESTIMATE IS THAT 
UP TO 50 AMERICANS CURRENTLY BEING HELD MIGHT BENEFIT 
FROM THIS GOM ACTION ONCE APPROVED. DE OLLOQUI DID NOT 
MAKE THE DISTINCTION THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS MADE 
IN RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH CONSUL GENERAL, NAMELY THAT 
RELIEF WOULD BE GRANTED IN CASES WHERE APPEAL IS STILL 
PENDING AND WHERE ATTORNEY GENERAL CAN DIRECT THAT 
CHARGES BE DROPPED ON APPEAL. THOMPSON 
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